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To: Dr.Andrea Kutter
Task Manager, Critical
Ecosystem Partnership Fund
The World Bank
1818 H Streeto NW
Washington, DC 20433,
USA

Subject: GEF Operational Focal Point for the Kyrgyz Republic
Endorsement of the CEPF Ecosystem Profilefor the Mountains
of Central Asia Biodiversity Hotspot

Dear Dr. Kutter,

As the Global Environment Facility Operational Focal Point for the Govemment of
the Kyrgyz Republic, I endorse the investment strategy outlined in the Critical
Ecosystem Partnership Fund Ecosystem Profile for the Mountains of Central Asia
Biodiversity Hotspot, and the provision of grants to civil society organization for
projects and activities that fulfill the programmatic objectives outlined therein.
This includes grants for projects with objectives within the following Strategic
Directions:

l.Address threats to priority species.
2.Improve management of priority sites with and without official protection status.

3.Support sustainable management and biodiversity conservation within priority
corridors.
4.Engage communities of interest and economic sectors, including the private
sector, in improved management of production landscapes (i.e. priority sites and
corridors that are not formally protected).
5.Enhance civil society capacity for effective conservation action.



6.Provide strategic leadership and effective coordination of conseryation

investment through a Regional Implementation Team'

I understand that each of the CEPF donor partners (I'Agence Francaise de

Development, Conservation International, the European Union, the Global

Environment Facility, the Govemment of Japan, the MacArthur Foundation, and

the World Bank) has committed funding to the CEPF initiative and that each of
these donors supports Ihe Ecosystem Profile. I also understand that CEPF has

made the Ecosystem Profile publicly available.

In providing this endorsement, I confirm that the Ecosystem Profile is in line with

our commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity. I also note that

provision of funding for activities outlined in Ihe Ecosystem Profile was approved

by the CEPF Donor Council.

Abdykalyk Rustamov
Director,

GEF Operational Focal Point
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